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Complainant files this complaint under2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(l) against State Senator 
Lizbeth Benacquisto and the Lizbeth Benacquisto for Congress Committee for violations 
of the Federal Elections Campaign Act (FECA or The Act), as described below. 

A. FACTS 

Complainant Nick Maietta is a Citizen of the United States, a resident of Florida, and 
a resident of United States Congressional District 1.9. 

State Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto ("Benacquisto'O is a member of the Florida Senate, 
Lizbeth Benacquisto for Congress is the principal campaign committee of Senator 
Lizbeth Benacquisto in her campaign for election to the United States House of 
Representatives. Lizbeth Benacquisto lives in U.S. Congressional District 19, and her 
current Florida State Senate Seat overlaps U.S. Congressional District 19 in Lee County 
Florida. 

Former U .S. Congressman Trey Radel was arrested in October of 2012 for purchasing 
cocaine fix)m an undercover DEA agent. Florida Governor Rick Scott and organizations 
within the Florida GOP called for Congressman Radel's resignation. Trey Radel 
represented Florida U.S. House of Representatives District 19. The result was that 
Congressman Radel was viewed as a weak incumbent to retain his District 19 
congressional seat. Republican challengers began to organize support to challenge Radel. 

State Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto was one of the Republican challengers who began 
to organize her congressional campaign to challenge for the seat. On December 30, .2013, 
Benacquisto purchased the website domain www.lizbethforcongress.com, which would 
later be used as the primary website domain for her congressional race, through a proxy 
service. 

Thomas LePine filed to run for Florida State Senate against Benacquisto on 1/2/2014. 
LePine previously Eled to run for state senate in 2012, however, in 2012, Lepine never 
completed the required paperwork to run. LePine never campaigned nor appeared on the 
ballot in 2012. LePine's 2012 campaign activity was limited to a check in the amount of 
1,781.82—a check that was ultimately not accepted by the Florida Division of Elections. 
The exact same day (1/2/2014) Benacquisto paid $167,500 to McLaughlin & Associates. 
The $167,500 that Benacquisto spent with McLaughlin & Associates went toward TV and 
radio advertising throughout Congressional District 19. 

http://www.lizbethforcongress.com


Federal Campaign finance laws prohibit special interest-corporate contributions to be 
raised by the as all contributions are required to come from individuals. Federal election 
law does not permit candidates to spend nonrfederally raised money on their federal 
election. The TV advertisement purchase was alleged to be for Benacquisto's State Senate 
Race. Many media outlets in Congressional District 19 suggested that the ads were 
intended to boost Benacquisto's name identification and aid her in a congressional 
election . Many specifically questioned why Benacquisto would spend $167,300 on for a 
state senate race to be held in August of 2014—when no viable opponent filed to run 
{gainst her. Despite the media allegations, to date there has been no official investigation 
into Benacquisto's campaign finances or media expenditures. 

The TV advertisement in question featured Benacquisto in a generally positive light. 
The advertisement made no mention of any state initiatives that Benacquisto would, 
pursue as State Senator. The ad did not 'by voice' mention that Benacquisto was running 
for the Senate. The only indication in the TV advertisement that Benacquisto was running 
for the State Senate and not the U.S. Congress was the disclaimer which appeared only in 
print at the end of the commercial. The ad made no mention of the actual voting date of 
the state senate election. These advertisements aired throughout the month of January TV 
in Congressional District 19 through early February. When asked about the 
advertisements, Benacquisto stated, "I think it was allowable by law... what the FEC 
allows you to do as a deliberative measure and we did that." 

Trey Radel officially resigned from office on .January 27th, 2014. Lizbeth 
Benacquisto traveled to Washington DC and continued to gather support for her 
congressional race. Benacquisto filed her Congressional Campaign Committee, "Lizbeth 
for Congress" on Februtuy 4,2014. Benacquisto announced her official candidacy on 
February 7,2014 in Fort Myers, Florida. Also on February 7,2014, Benacquisto took her 
political candidate Facebook page which was entitled 'Benacquisto for State Senate' and 
changed the name to 'Benacquisto for Congress'. The Facebook page, which was labeled 
as 'political' had over 26,000 likes and hundreds of followers when it switched 
instantaneously from Benacquisto's state senate page to her congressional campaign 
page. 

Shortly thereafter, Benacquisto began running new TV advertisements promoting her 
congressional campaign. The television advertisements featured the exact same images, 
locations, and people that were featured in her state senate campaign commercials which 
aired just days before. 

'The pictures on her congressional campaign website - from her clothes to the people 
she's talking to - are just about identical to what was seen in her TV commercials for her 
state senate campaign. 
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An expert in ^e area of campaign finance tells Fox 4 if the funds from her state 
campaign were used to pay for the same images in her federal campaign, that could be a 
problem. 

"Federal law requires that any candidate running for federal office not accept any 
transfers of money or any assets from a state campaign run by that same individual," says 
Paul Ryan from the non-partisan and non-profit Campaign Legal Center. 

He explains the jaw is very clear about this with candidates. 

"They really need to keep money that they've raised and used for state office 
cmpaigns separate form any federal office campaigns," says Ryan. 

0 "She was navigating thru the gray," he says of Benacquisto's ads that ran before she 
4 declared her candidacy for Congress. 

"I think federal election laws are very black and white," he adds." 

In her previous races, Benacquisto committed and was found guilty of committing lOS 
election law violations. 

D. REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION 

Benacquisto, through her expenditure of state campaign funds on goods and services 
which would later be used in her federal campaign, violated 11 CFR 110.3(d). 
Furthermore, her failure to file within 10 days following the expenditure of $1000 on 
her Federal campaign falls under the purview of 11 CFR 102.1 (a) and 11 CFR 
102.1(d). Therefore, I respectfully request that the Federal Election Commission 
undertake an investigation of Benacquisto's expenditures in order to show that no 
state funds were misallocated or commingled with those of her Federal campaign, 
and that her filing was made within the proper time frame following such 
expenditures. 

E. LEGALARGUMENT 

1: The appropriation of state campaign funds for the direct and intentional 
benefit of a Federai campaign fails under the puryiew of a "transfer from a 
nonfederal to federai campaign." 



11 CFR 110.3(cl) Transfers from nonfederal to federal campaigns. Transfers of 
iunds or assets fix)m a candidate's campaign committ^ or account for a 
nonfederal election to his or her principal campaign committee Or other 
authorized committee for a federal election are prohibited. However, at the option 
of the nonfederal committee, the nonfederal committee may refund contributions, 
and may coordinate arrangements with the candidate's principal campaign 
committee or other authorized committee for a solicitation by such committee(s} 
to the same contributors. The fiill cost of this solicitation shall be paid by the 
Federal committee. 

A) TV and Radio Expenditures 

Benacquisto, as evidenced by her expenditures filings with the Florida Department of 
State Division of Elections (Exhibit 1), used funds designated for her state senate 
campaign for the direct benefit of her federal campaign. 

Benacquisto with no viable opponent spent $167,500 dollars on TV aiid radio 
commercials with state campaign funds in January of 2014 which were intended to 
benefit her federal congressional campaign. 

In early January, Benacquisto made it knowti in the community, Tallahassee, and in 
DC that she was planning on running for U.S. Congress. However, Benacquisto was 
unable to spend ^m her state campaign funds because the contributions collected 
were from corporate, special interest, and political action committees. Benacquisto 
needed cover to spend from her state account on her congressional race but had no 
opponent in her state race to justify any meaningful media spending. 

Conveniently, on 01/02/14, Thomas LePine. filed to challenge Benacquisto for her 
state senate seat. Also conveniently, the exact same dav as Republican primary 
candidate Thomas LePine filed a Statement of Candidacy (Exhibit 2) with the Florida 
Department of State Division of Elections, Benacquisto hired McLaughlin & 
Associates to the tune of $167,500 for Media Advertising. 

This was not the first time that Benacquisto was involved with LePine. LePine filed 
to run and closed out the primary for Benacquisto in 2012 as well. However, LePine 
failed to qualify as a candidate and never appeared on the ballot in 2012, allowing 
Benacquisto to run unopposed in a closed primary in 2012. Benacquisto used the 
innocuous state candidate LePine as a justification to run TV and radio advertising 
for the sole purpose of improving her name identification in the congressional 
district. 

B) Website DomaiD 



The website for Benacquisto, LizbethForCongress.com was registered as a domain 
name on 12/30/2013 (Exhibit 3). LizbethfoiCongress is the primary website actively 
used by Benacquisto's congressional campaign. This domain was registered in 
advance of her filing or formally declaring her candidacy by nearly a month. An 
investigation would, no doubt, reveal that Benacquisto had contracted to begin 
construction of the website well before she officially filed or declared her candidacy. 
The domain was registered just four days prior to Benacquisto allocating half her 
state senate account on TV and radio advertising to bolster her name identification. It 
is clear that these actions are all a part of the same effort—^to effectuate a 
congressional campaign using state funds. While basic logic and financial shrewdness 
would prevent a State Senator from pursuing this course of action, federal political 
strategy would certainly encourage it. 

Also troubling, in Benacquisto's 2/04/14 filing with the Federal Election Commission 
(Exhibit 4), Benacquisto listed "none" under the section designated for the 
Committee Web Page URL. If Benacquisto's political committee had no web page, 
then why was LizbethforCongress.com live on 2/3/14, one day prior to the filing 
which failed to specify the aforementioned website? Either this was a clerical error or 
a clear and intentional misrepresentation. 

If Benacquisto had no intention of running for Congress, there would have been no 
reason to register a domain name 3 days prior to the $167,500 expenditure to 
McLaughlin & Associates supposedly in the name of her State Senate reelection 
campaign. Given that Benacquisto currently uses.LizbethforCongress.com as her 
principal domain for her Federal campaign, and it was registered on 12/30/13, there is 
an obvious impropriety to Benacquisto's course of action. 

C) IVansfer of Value 

In the FEC Advisory Opinion 1989-4, the Commission states that any use of state 
committee assets by a federal committee requires that the latter make payment to the 
fornier for the "usual and normal charge" for such assets in the market where 
ordinarily sold; Based on this opmion, Benacquisto must show that the proper value 
of her photography, mailing lists, volunteer lists, computers, and any media service 
expenses such as website design/management and social media was paid from her 
Federal campaign to reimburse the expenditures that were made from her state 
campaign fund. Given the suspect timing of her website registration, her significant 
expenditure of state funds on media advertising, as well as her Statement of 
Candidacy filing, it is imperative that Benacquisto show that she took the proper 
steps to ensure that any value bestowed upon her Federal campaign from her state 
campaign was properly accounted for. In the event that no reimbursements were 
made,.Lizbeth for Congress would essentially be unjustly enriched. 

a. TV Commercials 
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The TV commercials that aired after Benacquisto formally announced her 
Candidacy bore a striking resemblance to those that aired in her state senate 
campaign just days before. The same images, people, places, even clothing were 
shared between commercials. If the content of these commercials was paid for by 
the state senate campaign then at the very least, a ftill accounting is required to 
ensure that Benacquisto's federal campaign did not improperly benefit from her 
state campaign. 

b. Facebook 

The abrupt switch of Benacquisto's Facebook website from one purporting to 
represent her State Senate career to one advocating for her election to Federal 
office represents a transfer of value. Benacquisto. has paid tens of thousands of 
dollar^ from her state account to aid in the management of her social media 
campaigns since 2010. Benacquisto's Facebook page represented a dynamic way 
to reach voters for her senate race. Since Benacquisto likely spent state funds on 
the creation and maintenance of her social media accounts, some accounting must 
have been made that shows that the "usual and normal charge" for these assets 
was paid from her federal campaign funds to her state campaign account. 

2: The failure to file as a political committee within 10 days following the spending 
of state campaign funds on photography, social media, and website 
creation/management later appropriate for iise.in a Federal campaign is improper. 

11CFR 102.1(a) & (d) 

(a) Principal campaign committees. Each principal campaign committee shall file a 
Statement of Organization in accordance with 11 CFR 102.2 no later than 10 days 
after designation pursuant to 11 CFR 101.1. In addition, each principal campaign 
committee shall file all designations, statements and reports which are filed with such 
committee at the place of filing specified at 11 CFR part 105. 

(d) Other political committees. All other committees shall file a Statement of 
Organization no later than 10 days after becoming a political committee within the 
meatiing of 11 CFR 100.5. Such statement(s) shall be filed at the place of filing 
specified at II CFR part 105". 

At the very least, Benacquisto's procurement of services for her "State Senate campaign" 
in December that would later be used for her Federal campaign in January/February 
amount to a violation of the aforementioned statute, as she had not registered as a 
political committee until 2/4/14. Given that no web page was listed in the filing on this 
date, Benacquisto must have spent funds from the state coffer on media work that would 
later make its way onto her website. 



Given that Benacquisto had 10 days from the alleged federal-related expenditures to 
register a political committee, Benacquisto's grace period would begin on Januaiy 23. 
Furthermore, since the latest possible date that Behacqiiistb can be shown to have intent 
to fun is December 30 - that will be the end date to the range. In fr)at time period, 
Benacquisto spent $178,903.6B4 - meaning that less than .9% of those expenditures must 
have been sipent on Benacquisto's federal campaign in order to show thatBenacqulsto 
should have filed earlier than 02/04/14 to be compliant with Federal election law. 
Benacquisto must account for the expenditures spent during this time period to show that 
no fiinds were improperly allocated to her federal campaign, 

F, CONCLUSION 

Given the totality of die information contained in this complaint, 
Benacquisto owes a duty to the Federal Election Commission and to the 
voters of the 19"' Congressional District of Florida to show that any value 
transferred from her state funds to h^ federal campaign was properly 
accounted for, and that no state funds were, misallocated or commingled. 
Furthermore,, in the event that expenditures in the amount of $1000 or more 
were spent on her federal campaign prior to her filing on 2/4/14, Benacquisto 
must show that no such.expenditures took place prior to 10 days before that 
filing (1/23/14). 
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Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. 

/ Z'Jo "/3 
SignatOre of Candidate Date 

Each candidate must file a statement the qualifying officer within 10 days after the 
Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository is filed. Willful 
failure to file this form is a fust degree misdemeanor and a dvil violation of the Campaign 
Financing Act which may result In a fine of up to $1,000, (ss. 10&19(1)(c), 106.265(1), Florida 
Statutes). 
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After Rep. Radel's cocaine bust, a Connie Mack 
comeback? 

@MarcACaputo 

Shoilly after Congressman Trey Radel's cocaine bus! in DC wenl viral, the 
Inevitable speculation about Ihe future of his seat started and Inevitably 
settled on one peison in particular Foimer U.S. Rep. Connie Mack, who 
once held the Fort Myers seal 

Apparently, a few reporters called Mack's poliUcal team, which didn't really 
knock down the speculation with this statement that had political Insiders 
buzzing after it was blasted out 

FORT MYERS - In response lo questions that he has received this 
evening, former Congressman Connie Mack issued'Ihe foiiowing 
statement regarding Rep. HeyRadei. 

Mack said: 

This b undoubtedly a vary difticuit lime fbr They and his ^miiy and I'm 
sure ail of us in Southwest Florida are keeping them in our thoughts and 
prayers. 

'It is important that we alt appreciate the very personal nature of Tre/s 
situation and understand thai it is premslure lo respond to or consider 
political questions at this time.' 

It should be noted that Mack endorsed Radel, so there are no hard 
feelings apparently there. However, that might not be the case with some 
of Radefs opponents In the GOP primary, that included Radel, Chauncey 
Goss and former state Reps Paige Kieegel and Gary Aubuchon. 

Mack had left his congressional seat in a tough and blled bid last year 
against Democratic Sen. Bill Nelson, who won the post after Mack's father 
and namesake retired Irom the U.S. Senate In 2000. 

Pdsled by Maic Caputo at 6:35 AM on Iflfednesday. Navi 20.2013 In CuniiE Mack | 
Pennslink 

Comments 

' You can follow this conversation by subscribing to the comment feed tor 
this post. 

The' comments to this entry are closed. 

Vote Here Now 

Search This Blog 

Search 

Current Issue Sections 
•EloclionMIZ 
• Gcimbling Debale 
• Siaia Budgcl 
• Florida Radislricling 

Audio and Video 
Dally Digest 4 Podrasil 
IM.RM Session Aunio 
Herald I'oliiics Videos 

February 2014 

Sun Mo'n Tue Wbd Thu Fri Sat 
•4 

2 3 4 5 6 7 
t 

8 
s 10 11 12 13 14 IS 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 26 

M'Buzz 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE TAMPA BAY TIMES 
Rocont Posts 
- The dark side of greyhound racing-: a death 

every three days 
Alex Sink says no to Chuck Todd and NBC 

News debate 
Gaelz' Voucher students should take 

standardized le.sis 
Movers & Shakeis 

• •' Unexpected demand causes anolher Florida 
Healih Choices delay 

More I Siibsalbu L 

Ever Beer. 
Arrested"? 

.. then your arrest record Is onllm 
and ANYONE can view It. 
Want to see what's In yours? 

Clink here trx check inst.Tnllv. 

1 Of 4 2/I7/20I4 5:03 PM 



After Rep. Radcl's cocaine bust, a Connie Mack comeback? | Naked Politics http;//miamiherald.typepad.coni/nakedpolitics/2013/ll/after-rep-radcls-c... 

Marc Coputo 
PolltJcalVWtsr 
EHIMII II Bio 

Garcinia Cambogia Warnint 
consumersguldes.com 
Shoddngl Here's What Happened When V 
Tested The Thp Gardnla Cambogia 

Mary Ellen Klas 
ToUahassae Bureau Chief 

E-mail 11 Bio 

Kathleen McGroiy 
Stale government 

E-mail 11 Bio 

PaMcia Masel 
Miane-Dade Politics 

E-mail || Bio 

Amy Shemian 
Broward PoUUcs 
E-meii 11 Bin 

Other Sites 
Sayfie Review 
State of Florida 
Florida House of Rep. 
Florida Senate 
Florida Commission on Ethics 
Fioriiia Oepanment of State -
Division of Elections 
Florida Election Commission 
County supervisors of election 
Federal Election Commission 
Florida Statutes 
The Boardroom Briel 

Syndicate this sitellSlj 
'>|Q|^tddT^Cv_j^l^* 

Add me to your TypePad People 
list . 
PowwodliyTyrePnri 

Cardiac CT Training 

Disabied Bathing ® 

MiaitnlHeral^om: Politics ^ 

•' Millennials in North Miami encouraged to 

sign up for health insurance 

• Florida's unemployment benefits website 
was not ready for launch and slate can't explain 
why 

^ Private fiood insurance plan being reviewed 

In Tallahassee 
Ponzi schemer's 'Quid pro quo' claims dog 

Charlie Crist campaign 
' Gov. Rick Scott 'considers' backing in-state 

tuition for undocumented students 

Categories 

2013 FiloRfOA LEGISLATURE 
20U ELECTION 
2014 FLORIDA LEGISLATURE 
Adam Hasner 
Adam Pulttarn 
Alcee Hastings 
Alex Sink 
Alien West 
Auto Insurance 
Barack Obama 
Biii tvlcCollum 
Bill Nelson 

Books 
Broward Legislators 
Broward Politics 
Budget 
Cabinet 
Campaign Finance 
Carlos Gimenaz 
Chailie Crist 
Congress 
Connie Mack 
Court 
Cuba 
Current Affairs 
Daily Digest 
Dan Gelber 
Dave Aronberg 
David Rivera 
Dean Cannon 
Debbie Wassennan Schullz 
Democratic National Convention 
Democratic Party ot Florida 
Don Gaelz 
Election 2010 
Election 2012 
ELECTION 2012 
Ethics 
Film 
Flood Insurance 
Flood insurance. 
Florida 
Florida Agriculture Commissioner 
Florida Attorney General 
Florida Chief Financial Officer 
Florida Delegates 
Florida Education 
Florida Environment 

2 of 4 2/17/2014 5:03 PM 



After Rep. Radel's cocaine bust, a Connie Mack comeback? | Naked Politics http://miamiherald.typep^.com/nakedpolitics/2013/l 1/after-rep-radels-c... 

0 
9 

Florida GannOling 
Florida Gambling Debate 
Florida Governor 
Florida Governor's Race 
Florida gun lews 
Florida Legislature 
Florida Legi^aiure 2012 
Horlda Legislature 2013 
Florida Pensions 
Florida Persoria! Injury Protedion Ins. 
Florida Polillcs 
Rorida Property Insurance 
Florida Property Taxes 
Florida Redistricling 
Florida State Budget 
Florida State House 
Florida Stale Senate 
Ftorida Tea Party 
Florida Voters 
George LeMieux 
Health care reform 
Iteana Ros-Lehtineri 
Immigration 
Insurance Special Session 
JebBiish 
JefTAIuraler 
Jeff Greene 
JeffKottkamp 
Joe Garcia 
John Thrasher 
KendrickMeek 
UhcolnOiaz-Balan 
Lorenne Ausley 
Marco Rubio 
Mario Diez-Balart 
Medical Marijuana 
Mel.MartineZ 
Miami.aade Legislators 
MiamLOade Politics 
Michelle Bachman 
Mike Haridopolos 
Milt Romney 
Mortgage Fraud 
Music 
Newt Gingrich 
Pam Bondi 
Passenger rail 
Paiila Dockery 
Political Patties 
Polls 
Public Service Commission 
Ray Sansom 
Redistrfcling 
Religion 
Republican National Convention 
Republican Party ol Rorida 
Rick Perry 
Rick Scott 
Ron Paul 
Scott Meddox 
Swing Voters 
Tex and Budget Relorm 
Televistor) 
Travel 
U.S. Senate 
Video 
Voting Issues 
WebfTech 
WOblags 
wm Vileatherford 
WLRN Session 

Archives 
February 2614"" 
January 2014 
December 2013 
Novethber 2013 
October 2013 

3 of 4 2/17/2014 5:03 PM 



After Rep. Radid's cocaine bust, a Connie Mack cpiheback? | Naked Politics Http;//mlainiherald.typepad.cbni/nakedpolitics/2013/U/after-rep-radels-c... 

September 2013 
August 2013 
July 2013 
June 2013 
May 2013 
April 2013 
March 2013 
February 2013 
January 2013 
December 2012 
November 2012 
October 2012 
September 2012 
August 2012 
Juty2012 
June 2012 
May 2012 
April 2012 
March 2012. 
February 2012 

Terms or Servio: j Privacy Policy | Copyright j About The Miami Herald j Advertise 

0 

4 of 4 2/17/2014 5:03 PM ; 



GOP Race To Replace Trey Radel Spleens Up 1 Opinion - Conservative http://beforeitsncws.coin/opinion-conscrvativc/20 L4/02/gop-race-to-repl.. 

BEFORE IT'S NEWS' 
VIsttors Now: 9,522 

TMalVlsKi: 436,334,837 
Total Stories: 4,167,048 

Scorch 

FEATURED ALTERNATIVE! SPACE SCI-TECH MONEY^POLITICS HEALTH GLOBAL • SPlRnUALITY SELF-SUFFICIENCY;UNEXPLAINED LIFESTYLE MEDIADROP 

email 

Password 
Hot a Member Yet? Join Nowl 

LUUIN 

HOME OPINION • CONSERVATIVE auNDAY.FEBRUARY 16.sou6:53 SB 

SiciyVlewa 

ByThe Shark Tank! Jfter) 
CoiUfltxilsr | f.Vvf sronei 

LaitHour 
UA 24 Hours: 
TMal: 

GOP Race To Replace Trey Radel Spleens Up 
Monday, February 3, 2014 16:25 
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Prior u State Senator Llabeth Benaqulsto fomiaUy 
announdni that she will run for Congress to replace 
ITey Radel, who resigned aRer being caught buying 
cocaine, Benecqulsto was up In Wbshlngton, D.C. trying 
to align support for her upcoming campaign, even 
though she had not yet to announced her Interest In 
the seal. 

Stunned Preppers Rushed To 
Get This Energy Breakthrough 

Click lo Watch l/iOEO 

This Is problematic since It Is perceived that she 
started spending the war chest she has collected for 
her state senate seat to build name ID for the 
Congressional race. Federal Campaign finance laws 

prohibit special Interest-corporate contributions as alt contributions MUST come from Individuals. 

However, state campaign law differs from federal car 
checks from lobbyists, corporations, B s 

V In that she Is permitted to collect 
tate senate race. Even more 

problematic to some Is the belief that she can now twist the arm of every business, person, or special 
Interest thet has Issues before the legislature for campaign contributions for the congressional seat. 

It will be taiteresting to see if she abandons her duties In the state senate to campaign for Congress as 
the special election will pit her desire to ampaign against her duties during the legislative session. 

Before Benecqulsto Jumped In the congressional race, the Republican Party of Florida had already 
spend party money to defend Benecqulsto from attack ads originating from a super MC that Is 
supporting her Republican primary opponent, Paige Kreegel. RPOF attorneys had sent letters to local TV 
stations asking them to remove the super PAC's eds calling out Benacqulsto for spending special Interest 
dollats to build name ID for Congressional race. 

About a week or so ago, Benecqulsto Inexplicably began spending her State Senate campaign dollars In 
an effort to promote hcncif, a full eight months before she faces re-election. She dropped $40,000 In 
an ad buy prior to the Radel resignation. 

Benacqulsto's ads, meanwhile, added fuel to the fire - which was quickly dampened when a new COP 
Senate opponent emerged. Thomas LcPlne, retired aRer a career In mental health and education, Is a 
political newcomer. But his presence also provided cover for the Benaqulsto ads, which talk about 
Benacqulsto's conservative values end suppoR for seniors and veterans. The announcer's voice In 
Benacqulsto's ads doesn't mention any particular office, but a closing shot cites the norida Senate. 

Benacqulsto, one of the Senate's top fund raisers, has about $492,000 In her Senate account, but It 
con't be used for a congressional nice. Before LePine entered the race, some wondered why an 
unopposed senator would spend ad money, unless It was to develop name ID for a dIRerent race. 

Hie latest turn In this back-and-foith between I > and the super PAC, was that the RPOF had 
sponsored adveRlslne on behalf of Benacoulsto. Benacoulsto alleoediv had the RPOF soendlna monev 
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Too close for comfort? Questions about candidate's simultaneous 
campaigns 

Warren Wright 

Follow Warren on Twitter About Warren 

CREATED Feb. 5, 2014 

FORT MYERS, Fla.- More questions tonight about one of the congressional candiates running to replace disgraced Republican Trey Radel. 

Radel resigned from Congress last week amid continuing controversy over his cocaine conviction. 

Fellow Republican Lizbeth Benacquisto is now running for the District 19 seat - which represents all of Lee county and coastal Collier county in 
the U.S. House of Representatives. 
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She currently represents part of Southwest Florida in the state senate in Tallahassee. 

She also running for re-election for that state office. 

The law says she has to keep the money for both campaigns separate. 

But Fox 4 is finding some of the images used in both campaigns look identical and that's raising questions about whether thece is any financial 
overlap between the campaigns. 

It all started when Benacqiiisto started running political TV ads touting her image last month - before she joined the race for congress. 

At the time, she said the ads were only for her state senate re-election campaign. 

A PAC, whose president supports a Republican rival for the congressional seat - Paige Kreegel - began airing attack ads - accusing Ben'acquisto of 
skirting campaign finance rules. 

The PAC claims Beitacquisto was essentially running a.ds with eye toward getting voters to support her for the congressional seat ~ while 
technically claiming her ads were for her state senate re-election bid. 

1 Now that Benacqulsto has officially joined the race for Radel's old seat images on her newly revealed congressional campaign website have 
0 only stpked the flames of the controversy. 

^ The pictures on her congressional campaign website - from her Clothes to the people she's talking to - are just about identical to what was seen 
^ in her TV commercials for her state senate campaign. 

3 An expert in the area of campaign finance tells Fox 4.If the funds from her state campaign were used to pay for the same images in her federal 
campaign, that could be a problem. 

'Federal law requires that any candidate running for federal office iwt accept any transfers of money or any assets from a state campaign run 
by that same individual,' says Paul Ryan from the non-partisan and non-profit Campaign Legal Center. 

He explains the law is very clear about this with candidates. 

•Th.ey rjeally need.to keep money thaj they've raised and used for state office campaigns separate fprm any federal office campaigns,* says 
Ryan. 

'She was navigating thru the gray,* he says of Benacquisto's ads that ran before she declared her candidacy for Congress. 

'I think federal election laws are very black and white,' he adds. 

Though PAC attacking her has raised questions about her, there's no evidence to show Benacqulsto has actually done anything against the rules. 

Fox 4 has requested she explain the tlming.and financing of the identical Images seen In both campaigns. 

If, for example, her state senate campaign paid to have the images made, she will have done nothing illegal if her federal campaign reimburses 
the state campaign for using the images on her congressional campaign website. 

Her office has not responded yet to Fox 4's inquiries about this issue. 

Money aside, Benacqulsto seems to at least be mingling information between the campaigns. 

On her website for her state senate campaign, she talks about her run for federal office - providing a link to the congressional campaign 
website. 

Even if that's legal, we're told it could still affect her image in voters' eyes. 

'It raises questions about weather she is taking adequate care to keep her state campaign, if there's one ongoing, completely seperate, as the 
law requires, from her federal campaign,' says Ryan. 

Benacqulsto is one of a number of Republicans running for the seat. 

The others are Curt Clawson, Michael Dreikorn, Mike Giallombardo, Mike Gibens, Paige Kreegel and Timothy Rossano. 

The winner of the special election primary - to be held on April 22nd - will likely face Demoaat April Freeman and Libertarian Ray Netherwood 
in the special general election to replace Radel on June 24th. 

You must register tu vote by March 24th to vote in the April 22nd primary. 
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Fla. artist smashes $1M vase In Miami museum 
A South Florida artist is facing criminal charge after smashing a 11 million vase at Miami's new art 
museum in what police say appears to be a form of protest. 
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Florida led world with 23 shark attacks in 2013 
Florida led the world in shark attacks last year, though none of them were fatal. 
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Whois LoLOkup I Domain Availability - Registration Information http://who.godaddy.comAyhois.aspx?.domain=li2bethfprcongre.ss.com&p,.i . 

United States - English Currency USD 24/7 Support (480) S0S-8B77 Sign In Register Cart 

AI"'"><<"Cts Domains Websites Hosting & SSL Get Found Email & Tools Support 

WHOIS seaith results for; 

UZBETHfORCe>NG«ESS.CCM 
(Rcgislctcd) 

Is this ybur 
domain? 

Add hoiliig. end and mdfa. 

GO 
Want to buy 
thlsdomaln? 

Gal n nMi nil Danaln Suy lanica, 

GO 

Domain Name: LIZ8ETHFORCONGRESS.COM 
Regisliy Domain ID: 1S40S4M17.DOMAIN.COM-VRSN 
Registrar WHOiS ^iver vihirisgodaddy,com 
Registrar URL: hnpy/wwwgodaddyxom 
Update Date: 2013-12-3011:SS:S7 
Creation Date: 2013-12-3011;SB:S7 
Registrar Registration Expiration Date:201S-l2-3011:SB:57 
Registrar. GoDaddyxom, LLC 
Registrar lANAiD: 146 
Registrar Abuse Contact Email: abiiisetSgodaddyxom 
Registrar Abuse ContadPlione: r1.4B0-624-2S05 
Domain Status: dientlransferprohibited 
Domain Status: dientUpdateProhibited 
Domain Status: dientRenewPrehlbited 
Domain Status: dientDeleteProhibited 
Registry Registrant ID. 
Registrant Name; Registration Private 
Registrant Organiiation: Domains By LLC 
Registrant Street: D0mainsByPiDi9.com 
Registrant Street: 14747 N Northsight Blird Suite 111. PKAB 309 
Registrant City: Scottsdale 
Registrant State/Province: Arizona 
Registrant Postal Code: B5260 
Registrant Country: United Stales 
Regislrant Ptione: vt.4Ba6242SS9 
Registrant Phone Ext:' 
Registrant Fax: tl.ABDEZaZSSB 
Registrant Fax Ext: 
Registrant Email: LiZBETHFORCONGRE55.COM@ldomainsbypioxy.com 
Registry Admin ID: 
Admin Name: Registration Private 
Admin Organization: Domains By Proiy, LLC 
Admin Street: DomainsByPioxyxom 
Admin Street: 14747 N Northsight BIM Suite 111. PMB 309 
Admin City: Scottsdale 
Admin State/Province: Arizona 
Admin Postal Code: BS260 
Admin Country. United States 
Admin Phone: .+1.4806242599 
Admin Phone Ext: 
Admin Fax: +14806242598 
Admin Fax Ext: 
Admin Email: UZBETHFORCONGRESS.COM@domainsbypioxy.com 
Registry Tech 1D: 
Tech Name: Registration Private 
Tech Organization: Domains By Proxy, LLC 
Tech Street DomainsByPrDxy.com 
Tech Street: 14747 N Northsight Bhrd Suite 111. PMB 309 
Tech City Scottsdde 
Tech State/Province: Arizona 
Tech Postal Code: BS260 
Tech Country. United Slates 
Tech Phone: +1.4806242599 
Tech Phone Ext 
Tech Fax:+14B06242S9B 
Tech Fax Ext: 
Tech Email: LIZBETHFORCONGRESS.COM@domainsbyproxyxom 
Name Server NS09.D6MAINCONTROLCOM 
Name Server. NS10.D'OMAINCONTROLCOM 
DNSSEC: unsigned 
URL of the ICANN WHOIS Data Problem R^rting System: http//wdprs.intemicnel/' 
Ust update of WHOiS database: 2014-2-1BT2QO0SnZ 

The data contained in GoDaddy.com, LLCs WHOIS database, 
while believed by the company to be.reliabie, is provided 'as is* 
with no guarantee or warranties regarding its accuracy. This 

Domain already taken? 

Enter Domain Name -COm • .Search 

NameMatch Recommc atlor 

GoDadily.com NameMatcli has found similar domain names related to your search, 
Registering multiple domain names may help protect your online brand and enable you to 
capture mote Web Iraflic.whidi you can then direct to your primary domain. 
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lIzbethfoKongress^nobl SAVE! S959'/yr 

llzbethr6rcongre».ca Sl2.99/yr 

lizbethrorcongn»s.me SAVE! 59.99/yr 

Slmllaf ^einlum DomBlni ? 

MockCongress-com 5499;00' 
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AVhois Lookup | Domain Availability - Registration Information http:/Avho.gcidaddy.ooni/whois.aspx?(lomain=lizbethforcongress.com&p... 

iirfomotion is pravided lor the sole puipose of assisting you 
in obtaining infarmaeon about domain name leglsiration lecords. 
Any use of this data for any other'purpose is expressly loibldden without the prior written 
permission of GoDaddy.cortt LLC. By submitting an inquiry, 
you agree to these terms of'usage and limitations of warranty, in particular, 
you agree not to use this data to allow, enable, or otherwise malte possible, 
dissemination or collection of this data in part or in lis entirety, for any 
purposa such as the transmission of unsoiidted advertising and 
sotidtattoris ofany kind, Indirdingspath. Vou further agree 
not to use this data to enable high vofuma automated or robbU'c eiedroniC' 
processes designed to coiled or compile this data for any purpose, 
induding mining this data for your own personal or commerdai purposes. 

Please note; the registrant of the domain name is spedfied 
in die 'registrant' section, in most cases, GoDaddycom, LLC 
Is not the registrant of domain names listed In this database. 

•elustUEIIlbeolSaiSinr 
".ca domUrrniinaWS tren 

irum«yMr. 
d Ihraugb Co OatMy Oenulns C«nMk (rK. < CiRA c«nNM regtoiv. 

SSS-UBdS&ing Bi>gi5.i(yJ3s!a 
.R!.'P«.rt.in.v9Mjithgis 

Search for another domain name in the WHOIS database. 

Enter a domain name to search .com Search 

NEED HELP? Call our award-winning support team 24/7 at (480) 505-8877 

About G.oDad.dy 

About Us 

News Reieases 

Careers 

GoDaddy Store 
Legal 

Bob's Video Biog 

Blake's Blag 

Sjippoft 

Phone Support 8i Sales 

Product Support 

Submit Support Ticket 

Site Suggestions 

Report Abuse 

Resources 

Webmail 

WHOIS Search 

ICANN Confirmation 

Affiliates 

Small Business Center 

Site Map 

My Account 

My Account 

My Renewals 

Create Account 

Shopping 

Product Catalog 

Find a Domain 

Deals of the Day 

Sign up for special offers; 

Submit 

United States - English Currency USD Follow'Us 

Use of this Site is subject to express terms of use. By using this site, you signify that you agree to 
be bound.by these Urlvei sul THP ni* iif ';?ruii F. Ltg J Privacy Puiir y 

Copyright 6 1999 - 2014 GoDaddy Operating Company, LLC. All Rights Resenred. 
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lizbethforcongress.com Whois Lookup & IP | Whols.net http://whoisjict/whois/lizbethforcongress.coni 

©. e « 

><'• • .N O 

.net" 
Your Domain Starting Place... 

Type here for whois, domain and keyword results 

Whois Lookup 

lizbethforcongress.cdm is jJre'oo: / r.*!».jiv;r«r«ci * 

Buy a similar domain 

liz-beth-for-assembiy.org 

llz-beth-fQr-council.net 

-j elizabethbethformeetlng.co.uk 

llz-beth-for-conference.org 

Iizbelii4meetlng.org 

$11.59 

$11.59 

Available 

Available 

available for $38/2 years 

Available 

nUY AI.I SRI FCTED • 

$11.59 

$11.59 •) Available 

Available 

OR Buy this domain frort 

MAKI 

WHOIS information for lizbethforcongress.com:*** 

[Querying whols.verisign-grs.com] 
[Redirected to whois.godaddy.com] 
[Querying whbis.godaddy.com] 
[whois.godaddy.com] 
Domain Name: LlZBErHFORCONGRESS.COM 
Registrar URL: http://www.godaddY.com 
Registrant Name: Registration Private 
Registrant Organization: Domains By Proxy, LLC 
Name Server: NS09.DOMAINCONTROL.COM 
Name Server. NS10.DOMAINCONTRDL.COM 
DNSSEC: unsigned 

For complete domain details go to: 
http://who.godaddy.cani/whoischeck.aspx?domain=LJZBETHFORCONGRESS.COM 

The data contained in GoDaddy.oom, LLCs Whois database, 
while believed by the company to be reliable, is pirovided "as Is" 
with no guarantee or warranties regarding its accuracy. This 
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Is youl 
FREE 
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lizbethforcongress.cora Whdis Lookup & IP | Whais.net http://whois.netAvhois/lLzbcthforcongress.com 

Information Is provided ftor the sole purpose of assistirig you 
In obtaining .Infomtation about domain name registration records. 
Any use of this data for any other purpose Is expressly forbidden without the prior written 
permission of GoDaddy.com, LLC. By submitting an inquiry, 
•you agree to the» terms of usage arid iirriitations of vrarrarrty. In particular, 

. you agree hot to use this data to aiiovy, enable, or othenvise ihake possible, 
dissemlnatibri or collection of this data. In part or in lb entirety,:fbr any: 
purpose, such as the transmisaon of urisoiic'ited advertising and 
and solicitations of any kind, including spam. You further agree i 
not to use this data to enable high volume; automated or robotic electronic. | 
processes designed-to collect or compile this data for any purpose, { 

.Including mining this data .for your own personal or commercial purposes. 

Please note: the regisbent of the domain name is spedfted ; 
in the "registrants section. In most cases, GoDaddy.com', LLC ' 
is not the registrant of domain names listed In this database. | 
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lizbcthfotcongress.com Vli^ois Lookup & IP | Whois.het http://whqis.net/whois/lizbethfotcohgress.cam 

Copyright © 1999-2014. Website Hosting and Domain Name Registration by Veri 

Quick Links | Sitemap | Support I Privacy Policy | *** Terms and Conditions 

* Verio endeavors to make the domain name availability search process reUaUe; however, Verio does not guarantee avaliabllRy of domain names or the aau 
several factors that could cause a WHOIS.NEr query to Incorrectly display that a currently registered domain Is available. Regardless, If a domain name Is a 
register the domain or gain possession of the registration from the.current registrar without the permission of the current ovmer. The registration process Is r 
you has.been registered In your name with the appropriate registry. Because:there are delays In the actual reglstratlbn of a domain name w4th the appropriate 
requested by you are actually registered to third parties. Registration of the domain name through Verio Is not complete until you receive'the final conrirmatlor 
are sutiJect to Verio's Global Terms and Conditions. 

•» Premium Domain listings ("Premium listings':) are provided by.Sedo (wyyw.Mdo.corn);. and Verio Is not respoyislWe for any Inaccuracy In these swrches 
names or the accuracy of the Premium listings. If you have a question or concern about a domain name In the Premium listing, please contact Sedo directly. 
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